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� Within FP6, the European Commission has 
promoted the creation of  Networks of 
Excellence (NoE), primarily to overcome the  
fragmentation of European research and to 
create a durable integration of the research 
capacities within Europe

Atmospheric composition change research

� Europe has traditionally been very active in 
atmospheric composition change research and 
the European Commission (EC) sponsors a 
substantial fraction of these research programs



Effects of atmospheric changes
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Loss in life expectancy attributableLoss in life expectancy attributable
to anthropogenic PMto anthropogenic PM 2.52.5 [months][months]

OzoneOzone --induced crop induced crop 
yield losses in the yield losses in the 
Mediterranean regionMediterranean region

Anthropogenic particulate matterAnthropogenic particulate matter
may suppress precipitation andmay suppress precipitation and
alter the hydrological cyclealter the hydrological cycle



The The ACCENTACCENT Network of ExcellenceNetwork of Excellence

•• PartnersPartners
–– 43 Institutions from 43 Institutions from 

21 European 21 European 
CountriesCountries

•• Associate PartnersAssociate Partners
–– 124 Institutions from 124 Institutions from 

33 Countries 33 Countries 
(including USA, (including USA, 
Canada, Japan, Cina)Canada, Japan, Cina)

•• Funding PeriodFunding Period
–– 20042004--20092009

•• BudgetBudget
–– 11.5 MEuro11.5 MEuro

European Commission
6th Framework Program
Priority: Global Change and Ecosystems



Aims of ACCENT

�� Promote a common European strategy for Promote a common European strategy for 
research on atmospheric composition changeresearch on atmospheric composition change

�� Develop communication and collaboration within Develop communication and collaboration within 
the European science communitythe European science community

�� Optimize a twoOptimize a two--way interaction with policy way interaction with policy 
makers and publicmakers and public

�� Promote the interaction of the European science Promote the interaction of the European science 
community with the major international programs community with the major international programs 
(IGBP, WCRP, WMO(IGBP, WCRP, WMO…….) and with the .) and with the 
international science community at largeinternational science community at large



The structure of ACCENT

Coordinator
Sandro Fuzzi
ISAC-CNR, Bologna, Italy

Executive Secretary
Michela Maione
University of Urbino, Italy

ACCENT web portal
www.accent-network.org



Some ACCENT numbers

�� major European Symposia organized on atmospheric composition 
change

more than ������ topical workshops organized

���� exchange programs funded  -mainly concerning young scientists-
involving ������ scientists

more than ������ young scientists funded to attend International 
Conferences

���� joint field campaigns and experiments 

more than ���� science reports  and position papers published, 

several database made available, containing more than ������ records  

more than ������ papers in international journals

more than ������ Conference presentations

The ACCENT web portal has exceeded��	
��
�
���	
��
�
� hits



Auchencort Moss – Scotland UK Cabauw - Netherlands

Finokalia- Crete, Greece

Jungfraujoch - Switzerland

Mace Head - Ireland

Melpitz - Germany

Zeppelin – Spitsbergen, Norway

Puy de Dome - France

Pic du Midi - France

Mt. Cimone - Italy

Sonnblick - Austria

Network of 20 field sites



� The strategic role of atmospheric chemistry 
research in the development of environmental 
regulations and clean technologies is now widely 
recognised
� Research data and scientific results need to be 
easily accessible to policy makers to support 
judicious policy decisions
� The dissemination of accurate information to 
the public will help ensure that new knowledge 
leads to changes in public attitude, policy and 
legislation

Outreach to policy-makers and public



The workshop

A Climate for Clean Air
New Insights in Climate Change - Air Pollution Interactions

Madou Plaza Tower, Brussels
3 – 4 November, 2009

European CommissionEuropean Commission
Directorate General ResearchDirectorate General Research



� The workshop is hosted by the European Commission to review 
the achievements of the European science community in the field of 
atmospheric and global change sciences
� The EC Commissioner for Research will invite high-level Officials 
from both DG Research and DG Environment
� High-level National Representatives and Policy makers will also be 
invited
� ACCENT has the responsibility of the scientific organization of the 
workshop
� A synthesis book has been prepared by ACCENT to review the 
advance in knowledge over the last 10 years in the field of 
atmospheric composition change and the related policy implications. 
The book will be presented at the workshop

Aim of the workshop


