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“Adaptation is the adjustment in natural or 
human systems in response to actual or 
expected climatic stimuli or their effects, 
which moderates harm or exploits 
beneficial opportunities” – for a fuller 
definition, including anticipatory, 
autonomous and planned adaptation, 
see Annex B (IPCC) 
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1. Introduction to Adaptation under the Convention

• All Parties shall: …formulate, implement, publish and regularly 
update, ... measures to facilitate adequate adaptation to clima te 
change [Article 4.1 (b) ]

• All Parties shall: …Cooperate in preparing for adaptation to the 
impacts of climate change … [Article 4.1 (e) ]

• The developed country Parties…shall also assist the developing 
country Parties… in meeting costs of adaptation to those adverse 
effects [Article 4.4 ]

• The Parties shall give full consideration to actions necessary to meet 
the specific needs and concerns of developing countries arising 
from the adverse effects of climate change…[Article 4.8 ]

• The Parties shall take full account of the specific needs and special 
situations of the least developed countries in their actions with 
regard to funding and transfer of technology [Article 4.9 ]
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2. Climate risks in water resources and agriculture

Agriculture and water resources as key vulnerable sector s and 
priorities for adaptation (as reported by non-Annex I Parties in their National 
Communications)
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2. Climate risks in water resources and food securi ty
Food security (Agriculture, Livestock, Fisheries, and other Livelihood sources) and 
water resources are the main sectors for which projects are identified by 
LDCs in their NAPAs to address urgent and immediate adaptation needs
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• Decision 1/CP.10: Buenos Aires programme of work
– Responding to the adverse effects of climate change in line with

Article 4 of the Convention
– Information exchange and integrated assessments to assist 

Parties in identifying region-specific gaps, needs and 
concerns (workshop reports and synthesis report available from the 
UNFCCC website)

• National Adaptation Programmes of Action (NAPAs)
– Process for assessment and communication of urgent and 

immediate adaptation needs in LDCs, drawing on existing 
information and community-level inputs; 

– 40 NAPAs submitted, including 449 projects

3. Ongoing Adaptation Work 
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4. Financial support under the 
UNFCCC

• 1992 UNFCCC
– Developed countries to assist the developing countries that 

are particularly vulnerable to the adverse effects of climate 
change in meeting costs of adaptation to those adverse 
effects (Art. 4.4) 

– Establishment of a financial mechanism (Art. 11)

– Developed countries may also provide and developing 
countries avail themselves of, financial resources related to 
the implementation of the Convention through bilateral, 
regional and other multilateral channels (Art. 11.5) 
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Currently available resources for 
adaptation

• Under the Convention
– Trust Fund of the Global Environment Facility (GEF) USD 50

million

– Special Climate Change Fund (SCCF) USD 91million

– Least Developed Countries Fund (LDCF) USD 172 million

– Adaptation Fund (Levy on share of CDM proceeds )
Estimates: USD 400 million – 1.5 billion (2008-2012)

• Outside the Convention
– Bilateral funding, including climate-specific initiatives

– Multilateral funding, e.g. Pilot Program for Climate Resilience 
of the World Bank USD 240 million
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Future financing needs for adaptation

• 2007/2008 UNDP Human Development Report: USD 
86 billion annually by 2015 

• As of April 2009: financing needs for 40 LDCs to 
address their urgent and immediate adaptation needs 
as expressed in the national adaptation programmes 
of action (NAPAs) amount to USD 1.5 billion
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5. The road to Copenhagen

1/CP.13:  Bali Action Plan (BAP)
Four components in adaptation deliberations 

• National Planning for Adaptation
• Streamlining and scaling up financial and technological 

support
• Enhancing knowledge sharing
• Institutional frameworks for adaptation
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Key issues under discussion for a post-2012 
financial  framework

Existing tool box of
options and
mechanisms

New options and
mechanisms

Mobilization
of financial resources and

investments

Institutional arrangements
for mobilizing, managing and

delivering financial resources and
investments

Delivery
of financial resources and

investments

Existing arrangements
(Arrangements under the
Convention and the Kyoto

Protocol, bilateral and
multilateral institutions)

New arrangements

Access for whom,
based on what criteria?

Developing countries
Most vulnerable (LDCs/SIDS)

Characteristics
New and additional

Predictable, adequate and
 equitable

Support for what?
Mitigation
Adaptation

Technology cooperation

How to disburse?
Direct or indirect

Project, programme or budget
Measurable, reportable and

verifiable



Thank you!

For further information on 
adaptation, see 
<http://unfccc.int/4159>

Rojina Manandhar
Adaptation Subprogramme
UNFCCC Secretariat
rmanandhar@unfccc.int


