Italian Photo Exhibition & Film-FEST
Celebrating friendship under the shadows of mountains

Schezee Zaidi
istamabad

Celebrating the century-long
fendship with Pakistan under
the shadows of the gloriols
mountaing of the Northemn
Areas, the [talian embassy
joined EvK2CNR Committes
and Pakistan National Coun-
cliaf the Arts 1o hold a/photo
exhibltion, highlighting the
epic stony of the first Italian
Mountaineenng Expedition
led by Puke Abruzzi-and his
team back in 1909, opening
at the National Art Gallery on
Monday.

The three-day events,
marking the centuny celebra-
tion, also include & film fest-
val and a' presentation by
EVK2CMR Committes on
‘Seed Project' — a Pak-ltalian
collaboration on socia-eco-
nomic development.

Inaugurated by Senator
MNayyar Hussain Bokharl,
Leader of the House, the ax-
hibition showcases a vibrant
display of the stunning spec-
trum of the world's most
beautiful yel most dangerous
mountain peak, K2, and
Harakaram Range, caplured
by Vittario Sefla during the

historic expadition.

Titted '100 Years After: On
Route of Abruza Expedition 1o
Karakorum', the photographs
displayed at the exhibition are
& review of the historical pho-
tographs 1aken by Sella dur-
ing that expedition, showing
high and mighty peaks with
the wide stretched mountain
ranges and valleys captured
through the lens.

Speaking' to "The News',
the Htallan ambassador said,
“We ara proudhy celebrating a
new beginning of the century
old friendship with Pakistan
under the shadows of moun-
tains." He sald Italy is starting
a number of important pro-
jects to promote the Gilgit-
Baltistan region under the
collaboration of EvMZCNR on
economic, environmental, ed-
ucatignal and cultural ﬂ_d“._ﬁ_
that would open a new chap-
ter for yet another hundred
years of Palistan-ltaly friend-
shilp,

The ambassador said the
friendship between Italy and
Pakistan has been increasing
continually with closer scien-
tific collaboration that akso ex-
tends to soclety, soclo-eco-
nomics, and now towards the

aim of achieving greater sus-
talnable environmental coop-
eration.

The exiibition followed the
screening of a doocumentary
titled 'Challenge to K2 - The
Italian's Mountain' produced
by Italian National Television,
illustrating the EVK2CNR ac-
tivities In the Northern Areas
of Pakistan. Among its many
activities, EVK2ENR Cammit-
tee hasalso been committed
to the promotion of the
mountain  environmental
warid among the larger pub-
lic and is keen to disseminate
the Importance of cultural
heritage along with scientific
research and development
through highly communica-
tive programmes and interac-
tions,

The three-day Italian gala
also Includes a film festival on
Decemnber 15 (today) and 16
(tomorrow), screening six
documentaries dedicated to
the mountains of Pakistan;
The films to be screened also
Include Nazir Sabir's To the
Ends of Himalayas', Donagh
Coleman's ‘Stane Pastures’,
Manzoor Hussaln's 'Masting
thie Paiju Challenge'; Carlo
Rossi's ‘Quel Momenti Cost

Intensi’, Guido: Pemni's Ten -
A Cameraman’s Tale', and
another of Nazir Sabir's doeu-
films ‘Everest - Men Against
Nature',

Apart from the film fest,

there is apother exhibition
titled "Vallays of Memory;
Ancient People, Sites and
Images.of Swat’. This exhi-

bition Is the result of an Ital-
ian archasological mission
In-and around Swat vallay,
‘organised by the tallan In-
stitute of African & Oriental

Studies (ISIAG) in collabora-
tion with_Department of Ar-
chaeology & Museums, a
part of Pakistan’s Ministry of
Culture.




